
 

 
 

TIPS FOR STARTING A NEW LAWN FROM SEED 
 
NEEDS LIST:   NEW OR AMENDMENT SOIL BASES OF 3-4 INCHES 
             1-2 POUNDS OF GRASS SEED FOR EVERY 200 SQ FT 
             40-50 POUNDS OF LIME FOR EVERY 1000 SQ FT 
             10 POUNDS OF 10-20-20 STARTER FERTILIZER FOR EVERY 1000 SQ FT 
             WEIGHTED LAWN ROLLER 
 
OPTIONAL:      ONE 3.8 CUBIC FT BALE OF PEAT MOSS PER 300-500 SQ FT 
              SPRINKLER WITH TIMER 
              36” LANDSCAPE RAKE   
              
 

FOR BEST RESULTS: START WITH 3-4” OF NEW SOIL OR TILL COMPOST INTO 
EXISTING SOIL AT A DEPTH OF 4-6 INCHES.  
 

RAKE AREA SMOOTH (LARGE 36” LANDSCAPE RAKE MAKES THIS TASK EASIER 
AND PRODUCES A MORE UNIFORM SURFACE THAN SMALLER RAKES) AND THEN USE A 
WEIGHTED LAWN ROLLER (CAN BE RENTED AT MOST RENTAL CENTERS) TO LIGHTLY 
PACK SOIL.  
 

APPLY SEED WITH A SPREADER AT RATE INDICATED BY SEED MIXTURE. NEW 
LAWNS NEED HIGHER LEVELS OF PHOSPHORUS AND POTASSIUM FOR ROOT GROWTH 
AND LOWER LEVELS OF NITROGEN FOR GREENING. SO, APPLY A STARTER FERTILIZER 
SUCH AS 10-20-20 AT RATE INDICATED ON PACKAGING. (NEVER USE A WEED AND FEED 
FERTILIZER WITH NEW GRASS SEED).  
 

SEED/SOIL CONTACT IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR FOR GERMINATION, SO GRASS 
SEED SHOULD BE APPROX 1/8” BELOW THE SOIL SURFACE, THIS CAN BE 
ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH EITHER LIGHT RAKING OR ROLLING.  
 

THE SECOND MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR FOR SEED GERMINATION IS 
MOISTURE. THE TOP 1-2” OF SOIL MUST STAY MOIST, BUT NOT WET, THIS OFTEN 
REQUIRES MANY LIGHT WATERINGS THROUGHOUT THE DAY (SETTING A SPRINKLER 
ON A TIMER CAN HELP ACHIEVE THIS). THESE TWO FACTORS ARE THE MAIN REASON 
MANY PEOPLE PREFER TO USE PEAT MOSS ON TOP OF NEW SEEDS. IF THE PEAT 
MOSS IS APPLIED 1/8” THICK IT ACTS AS THE SEED/SOIL CONTACT AS WELL AS HELPS 
HOLD MOISTURE AROUND THE SEED.   
 

BECAUSE THE SOIL IS NOW BARE, FERTILIZED, ADEQUATELY WATERED AND 
WARMED BY THE SUNSHINE, YOU NEED TO WATCH FOR WEEDS. ANY WEED SEEDS 
THAT LAND ON THIS AREA WILL BE IN HEAVEN SO REMOVE THEM QUICKLY SO THEY 
DO NOT COMPETE WITH GRASS SEED FOR WATER AND NUTRIENTS. 


